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Chairman 
Bill Drees 
WI XVIII 

BillDrees@BlueKnights.org 
 

Vice Chairman 
Bill Haylett 

NY V 
Bill6111@roadrunner.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Dennis Hafeman 

WI VI 
bkwrongway1@aol.com 

 

GLRC Intl. Representative 
John Gordon 
OH XVIII 

BKOH18JPTG24@aol.com 
 

Illinois State Rep 
Gayle Murnane-IL XIX 
bkbwsil9@comcast.net 

 
 

Indiana State Rep 
Glen Wheat-IN XIII 

Indiana.blue.knight@gmail.com 
 
 

Michigan State Rep 
Mike Scarborough-MI II 

bones1@tds.net 
 
 

Ohio State Rep 
Rich Labis-OH II 

drumincop@centurytel.net 
 
 

Ontario/NY V Rep 
GLRC Web Master 
Paul Croteau-ON VI 

pdcroteau@rogers.com 
 
 

Wisconsin State Rep 
Dane Nelsen-WI X 

danenelsen@msn.com 
 
 

Conference Reporter 
Nancy Erickson-OH XII 

mrsmomeric@bigfoot.com 
 
 

GLRC Safety Officer 
Thurlow Tee Haskell-IL IX 

glrcsafety@comcast.net 
 
 

GLRC Chaplain 
Rev Richard Bartley-OH XII 
richbartley@roadrunner.com 

 

 
From Your Secretary/Treasurer 

January 2010 
 

Chairman’s Comments 
 
I would like to wish a Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year to all, and if 
you don’t celebrate Christmas, Happy Holidays.  2009 left a bit to be desired for some 
of us; hopefully 2010 will be more pleasant.  
 
Thank you for all the prayers, get well cards and phone calls.  They made a big 
difference and I am on the mend.  I feel a little bit like George Bailey from “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.”  It is a good feeling to know so many people care.  But then what 
else would expect from a group like the Blue Knights. 
 
The doctor told me all of the infection is gone, so I should concentrate on building 
myself back up for the heart surgery.  Until then I am still on oxygen.  That surgery is 
scheduled for January 7th.  The doctor also told me the operation will be a piece of 
cake compared to what I have been through.  He also told me I would feel twenty 
years younger after surgery. 
 
So I am looking forward to the 2110 riding season and seeing my friends again.   
Maybe if I’m twenty years younger, my hair might grow back and not be so grey. 
 
See you in Green Bay, 
 
Bill 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

The “Crying Towel” Classic, Part Deux 
(A tale of ongoing evolution) 

 
It was a dark and distant epoch (okay, so it was thirteen years ago; no need to be so damn 
nitpicky about the time).  Sparked by the building blocks of creation from Milwaukee, a 
new life form emerged from the primordial ooze that was Waukegan.  That life form 
began to grow, slowly at first, but over time evolving into a creature unlike anything in 
the known universe; The Crying Towel Classic!  The offspring of WI VI (Metro 
Milwaukee) and ILL X (Waukegan) has now reached dinosaurian proportions, and 
evidence shows that it will continue to evolve and expand to even greater size. 
 
As the law requires me to provide, here’s how the above theory goes for you Creationists 
in the crowd:  On the Seventh Day God was resting, and while looking down on the 
whole of creation found that it was good but kind of boring.  So lo, on this day hence 
called Sunday, God created football.  And He found it good.  God then created the Green 
Bay Packers, fashioning them in His image, and found them very good.  He then created 
the Chicago Bears, fashioning them out of some left over stuff in the creation bin, and 
while finding them not so good decided to keep them around anyway, kind of like 
football’s version of the platypus.  God then said “go forth, draft and multiply.”  He then 
created the Crying Towel Classic, so His teams would have a paradise to live.  And so, to 
honor God’s grand design, the lowly Blue Knights of Wisconsin and Illinois meet every 
Packer/Bear game to celebrate His benevolence with draughts of fermented malt 
beverages, food, and talk both plentiful and silly.   
 
No matter which version you choose to believe, the Crying Towel Classic has grown to 
its best attendance ever.  Round Two of this annual friendly rivalry was Sunday, 
December 13, 2009, and was hosted by my chapter, WI VI.  59 Blue Knights were in 
attendance, representing the following chapters: WI IV, V, V, and X, IL X, XI, and XIX, 
and doing the MWRC proud were Paul and Kathy French of IA III (Des Moines), who 
blew off their chapter Christmas party to attend the Crying Towel Classic.  IL X Chapter 
President James “Mac” McCarthy was resplendent in his new Green Bay Packer jersey, a 
fitting penance for the Bears losing the first game.  The Crying Towel was proudly hung 
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for all to revere.  The drink was plentiful and the food excellent, courtesy of our host 
New Entertainer’s and the efforts of WI VI Secretary Joe Kubicek and his lovely wife 
Doni.  After a titanic struggle, the Green and Gold were triumphant once again over the 
Inglorious Bearstards, with a final score of 21 to 14.  WI VI Chapter President Jim 
“Tiny” Kindt had the honor of returning the Crying Towel to a suitably teary eyed 
“Mac,” once again sending it to its lair south of the Cheddar Curtain for a long winter’s 
hibernation.  But the party didn’t end there, as many Blue Knights stayed to enjoy the 
camaraderie that this unofficial club event fosters (as well as the later televised games).  
Both Creationist and Evolutionist had set aside their differences, comforted in knowing 
that next year the Crying Towel Classic would again unite them in a common bond of 
brotherhood and football.                
 
Sounds like fun?  Well, know this; the Crying Towel Classic is open to all Blue Knights, 
regardless of your beliefs or team affiliations.  This is what the Blue Knights is all about; 
good friends getting together to enjoy good times.  No politics, no agendas, just Brother 
and Sister Knights watching football and having fun.  Become part of this growing event 
in 2010.  Venues will be announced when the 2010 football season kicks off. 
 
Lost in America, 
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April 30-May 2:  2010 Spring GLRC, Green Bay WI (hosted by WI X)  
 
May 20-22: 2010 RGC, Hot Springs AK (hosted by All Arkansas) 
 
June 4-7: 2010 European Convention, Oostduinkerke Belgium (hosted by 
Belgium VI) 
 
June 11-13: 2010 MWRC, St. Joseph MO (hosted by KC Metro) 
 
June 11-13: 2010 Wisconsin State Convention, Lacrosse WI (hosted by WI 
VIII) 
 
July 17-22: 2010 International Convention, Billings MT (hosted by MT I) 
 
July 24-28: 2010 WCC/SWC, Grand Junction CO (combined conference) 
 
August 27-29: 2010 Summer GLRC, Perrysburg OH (hosted by OH II) 
 
September 10-12: 2010 Fall MWRC, Grand Forks ND (hosted by ND I) 
 
 
**Please check the web sites of the above listed chapters and conferences 
for registration forms and prices, and hotel information and room rates** 

 
 
Hey, it’s never too early to start marking your calendar and putting in those off day 
requests.  Make plans to attend one of these great Blue Knights events in 2010. 
 
 

 

2010 UPCOMING CONVENTIONS 



 

 

          
 
 

              
 
 

           
 
 

COME JOIN THE FUN IN 2010 

CRYING TOWEL CLASSIC PIX 
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7:00 PM to 1:00 AM 

All proceeds go to our  
Assist an Officer Fund 
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Sponsored by the Blue Knights Law 
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